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occasions for bad feeling between the two Governments.
The Sultan was often obliged to have recourse to French
capital for the construction of railways, the exploitation
of coal mines, and other works of public utility. But
he was seldom able to meet his obligations punctually.
Hence frequent quarrels which did not lead to a rupture
of diplomatic relations only because the French Govern-
ment recognized that it would not be prudent to repeat
the performance of 1901. In all these affairs, it is hardly
necessary to state, France enjoyed the cordial aid of
Russia, and in return gave Russia her own cordial aid
both during the reign of Abdul Hamid and after his fall.
The result was that the French Republic became identified,
in the estimation of all Turks, Young and Old alike, with
the Russian Empire, and shared, in a measure, the
sentiments which they entertained towards that Power.